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Course Description: 

This course explores rights and responsibilities associated with being an active citizen in a democratic society. 

Students will explore issues of civic importance such as healthy schools, community planning, environmental 

responsibility, and the influence of social media, while developing their understanding of the role of civic 

engagement and of political processes in the local, national, and/or global community. Students will apply the 

concepts of political thinking and the political inquiry process to investigate, and express informed opinions about, a 

range of political issues and developments that are both of significance in today’s world and of personal interest to 

them. 

Overall Expectations – CHV20 

CHV2O is based on The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9 and 10: Canadian and World Studies, 2018 Revised.  Students will be 

expected to demonstrate and face evaluation based upon the following ministry curriculum expectations: 

Strand A 

A: Political Inquiry and Skill Development 

Overall Expectations 

A1.Political Inquiry: use the political inquiry process and the concepts of political thinking when investigating issues, events, and 

developments of civic importance 

 

A2.Developing Transferable Skills: apply in everyday contexts skills developed through investigations related to civics and 

citizenship education, and identify some careers in which civics and citizenship education might be an asset 

 

 

Strand B-C 

Overall Expectations and Related 

Concepts of Political Thinking 

Big Ideas* 

 

Framing Questions* 

 

 

B: Civic Awareness 

 

B1.Civic Issues, Democratic Values: 

describe beliefs and values associated 

with democratic citizenship in Canada, 

and explain how they are related to 

civic action and to one’s position on 

civic issues (FOCUS ON: Political 

Significance; Political Perspective) 

In a democratic society, people have 

different beliefs, which influence their 

position and actions with respect to issues of 

civic importance. 

 

 

 

What is the relationship between people’s 

beliefs and values and their positions on civic 

issues?  

 

Why is it important to understand how 

political structures and processes work? 

 

 What are some ways in which I can make 

my voice heard within the political process? 

 

 In what ways does the Canadian Charter of 

Rights and Freedoms protect me? What 

responsibilities come with these rights? 

 

 

 

B2.Governance in Canada: explain, 

with reference to a range of issues of 

civic importance, the roles and 

responsibilities of various institutions, 

structures, and figures in Canadian 

governance (FOCUS ON: Stability and 

Change; Political Perspective) 

 

An understanding of how various levels of 

government function and make decisions 

enables people to effectively engage in the 

political process. 

 

 



B3.Rights and Responsibilities: 

analyse key rights and responsibilities 

associated with citizenship, in both the 

Canadian and global context, and some 

ways in which these rights are 

protected (FOCUS ON: Political 

Significance; Objectives and Results) 

People living in Canada have rights and 

freedoms based in law; at the same time, 

they have responsibilities associated with 

citizenship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C: Civic Engagement and Action 

 

C1.Civic Contributions: analyse a 

variety of civic contributions, and ways 

in which people can contribute to the 

common good (FOCUS ON: Political 

Significance; Stability and Change) 

 

 

Individuals and groups of people can make a 

difference in the world. 

 

 

 

 

Why should I care about issues in my 

community?  

 

What contributions can I make to my 

community? 

 

 What is the most effective way to voice my 

position on a civic issue?  

 

What can I do to make a difference in the 

world? 

 

 How will I know whether my actions have 

been effective? 

 

 

C2. Inclusion and Participation: 

assess ways in which people express 

their perspectives on issues of civic 

importance and how various 

perspectives, beliefs, and values are 

recognized and represented in 

communities in Canada (FOCUS ON: 

Political Significance; Political 

Perspective) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People, including students, have various 

ways to voice their points of view within the 

many communities to which they belong. 

 

 

 

 

 

C3.Personal Action on Civic Issues: 

analyse a civic issue of personal 

interest and develop a plan of action to 

address it (FOCUS ON: Political 

Significance; Objectives and Results) 

 

Through the critical analysis of issues and 

the creation of plans of action, students can 

contribute to the common good. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Units of Study 

 

Unit Titles and Descriptions Time and 

Sequence 

 Civics and Citizenship: Begin Close to Home 

Civics is the study of how people use politics, laws, words and actions to govern themselves. But, what is 

politics? What are laws? What is government? What do they all have to do with each other? This unit 

deals with the theory behind civics, defining and describing the origin of government, the different types 

of law, and the role of people in their creation and maintenance. 

19 hours 

 Government and the Political Process 

With a solid understanding of what laws and governments are, we will next turn to the complex ways in 

which they are determined in Canada, federal, provincially and municipally. We will consider how things 

are now, and evaluate alternative approaches. We'll pay special attention to how all Canadians help to 

make laws and governments work every day. 

22 hours 

Global Civics 

Canada is one country among many on the planet, and so Canadian attitudes and responses to the world 

speak loudly about Canada's identity and values. In this final unit, we'll consider some of Canada's 

responses to challenges and changes around the globe. We'll evaluate Canada's participation in a number 

of international organizations. Finally, we'll analyse what it means to be a global citizen in today's world. 

 

11 hours 

Final Assessment 

Exam 

The Final exam is worth 30% of your total grade. 

3 hours 

Total 55 hours 

Teaching & Learning Strategies: 

The Canadian and world studies courses will prepare students for a life of responsible citizenship in which they think 

critically about events, developments and issues in their daily lives. In the history courses, the goal is to help students 

develop a sense of time. At their own pace, students will work towards: 

• developing an understanding of past societies, developments, and events that enables them to interpret and 

analyze historical, as well as current, issues; 

• analyzing how people from diverse groups have interacted and how they have changed over time; 

• understanding the experiences of and empathizing with people in past societies; 

• Developing historical literacy skills by analyzing and interpreting evidence from primary and secondary 

sources. 

Assessment and Evaluation and Reporting Strategies of Student Performance: 

As summarized in Growing Success 2010, the primary purpose of assessment and evaluation is to improve student 

learning. Information gathered through assessment helps the teacher to determine students’ strengths and weaknesses 

in their achievement of the curriculum expectations in each course. This information also serves to guide the teacher 

in adapting curriculum and instructional approaches to students’ needs and in assessing the overall effectiveness of 

programs and classroom practices. As part of assessment, teacher provides students with descriptive feedback that 

guides their efforts towards improvement. Evaluation refers to the process of judging the quality of student work on 

the basis of established criteria, and assigning a value to represent that quality. All curriculum expectations must be 



accounted for in instruction, but evaluation focuses on students’ achievement of the overall expectations. A students’ 

achievement of the overall expectations is evaluated on the basis of his or her achievement of related specific 

expectations. Teacher will use her professional judgment to determine which specific expectations should be used to 

evaluate achievement of overall expectations, and which ones will be covered in instruction and assessment but not 

necessarily evaluated. In order to ensure that assessment and evaluation are valid and reliable, and that they lead to 

the improvement of student learning, teacher must use assessment and evaluation strategies that: 

• Address both what students learn and how well they learn 

• Are based both on the categories of knowledge and skills and on the achievement level descriptions given in 

the achievement chart 

• Are varied in nature, administered over a period of time, and designed to provide opportunities for students to 

demonstrate the full range of their learning 

• Are appropriate for the learning activities used, the purposes of instruction, and the needs and experiences of 

the students 

• Are fair to all students 

• Accommodate students with special education needs, consistent with the strategies outlined in their Individual 

Education Plan 

• Accommodate the needs of students who are learning the language of instruction 

• Ensure that each student is given clear directions for improvement 

• Promote students’ ability to assess their own learning and to set specific goals 

• Include the use of samples of students’ work that provide evidence of their achievement 

• Are communicated clearly to students and parents at the beginning of the school year and at other appropriate 

points throughout the school year. 

The achievement chart for Civic outlines four categories of knowledge and skills. They include; knowledge and 

understanding, thinking, communication and application. Teacher will ensure that student work is assessed and/or 

evaluated in a balanced manner with respect to the four categories, and that achievement of particular expectations is 

considered within the appropriate categories. A final grade is recorded for this course, and a credit is granted and 

recorded for this course if the student’s grade is 50% or higher. The final grade for this course will be determined as 

follows: 

• Seventy percent of the grade will be based on evaluations conducted throughout the course. This portion of 

the grade should reflect the student’s most consistent level of achievement throughout the course, although 

special consideration should be given to more recent evidence of achievement. 

• Thirty percent of the grade will be based on a final evaluation and administered towards the end of the course. 

Evaluation: 

Evaluation is based on assessment of learning that provides evidence of student achievement at strategic 

times throughout the course, often at the end of a period of learning.  

Each student’s achievement of the overall expectations is evaluated on the basis of the student’s achievement 

of related specific expectations. The overall expectations are broad in nature, and the specific expectations 

define the particular content or scope of the knowledge and skills referred to in the overall expectations. 

Teacher will use her professional judgement to determine which specific expectations should be used to 

evaluate achievement of the overall expectations, and which ones will be accounted for in instruction and 

assessment but not necessarily evaluated. Determining a report card grade involves the interpretation of 

evidence collected through observations, conversations, and student products (tests/exams, assignments 

for evaluation), combined with the teacher’s professional judgement and consideration of factors such as the 

number of tests/exams or assignments for evaluation that were not completed or submitted and the fact that 

some evidence may carry greater weight than other evidence. Seventy per cent of the final grade (a 

percentage mark) in a course will be based on evaluation conducted throughout the course. This portion of the 

grade will reflect the student’s most consistent level of achievement, with special consideration given to more 

recent evidence. Thirty per cent will be based on a final evaluation administered at or towards the end of the 

course. 



Term work: 

 

25% Knowledge & Understanding: subject-specific content acquired (knowledge), and 

the comprehension of its meaning and significance (understanding). 

25 % Application: the use of knowledge and skills to make connections within and 

between various contexts.  

25 % Thinking: the use of critical and creative thinking skills and/or processes. 

25 % Communication: the conveying of meaning through various forms (oral, visual, 

and/or written).  

Final Exam: 

 

 Exam (Out of 100,K/25, A/25, T/25,C/25) (weight 30% of final mark) 

• 30% of the final grade will be based on final evaluations administered at the end 

of the course. The final assessment is a combination of both a long answer 

questions and a presentation. 

 

Your final grade will be calculated by combining your Term (70%) grade and your Final exam (30%). 

THE ACHIEVEMENT CHART: CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES, GRADES 9–12 

Categories 
50-59%  

(Level 1) 

60-69%  

(Level 2) 

70-79%  

(Level 3) 

80-100%  

(Level 4) 

Knowledge and Understanding – Subject-specific content acquired in each grade (knowledge), and the 

comprehension of its meaning and significance (understanding) 

 The student: 

Knowledge of content (e.g., 

facts, terms, definitions) 

demonstrates 

limited knowledge 

of content 

demonstrates some 

knowledge of 

content 

demonstrates 

considerable 

knowledge of 

content 

demonstrates 

thorough 

knowledge of 

content 

Understanding of content 

(e.g., concepts, ideas, theories, 

interrelationships, procedures, 

processes, methodologies, 

spatial technologies) 

demonstrates 

limited 

understanding of 

content 

demonstrates some 

understanding of 

content 

demonstrates 

considerable 

understanding of 

content 

demonstrates 

thorough 

understanding of 

content 

Thinking – The use of critical and creative thinking skills and/or processes 

 The student: 

Use of planning skills (e.g., 

organizing an inquiry; 

formulating questions; 

gathering and organizing data, 

evidence, and information; 

setting goals; focusing 

research) 

uses planning skills 

with limited 

effectiveness 

uses planning skills 

with some 

effectiveness 

uses planning skills 

with considerable 

effectiveness 

uses planning skills 

with a high degree 

of effectiveness 

Use of processing skills (e.g., 

interpreting, analysing, 

synthesizing, and evaluating 

data, evidence, and 

information; analysing maps; 

detecting point of view and 

bias; formulating conclusions) 

uses processing 

skills with limited 

effectiveness 

uses processing 

skills with some 

effectiveness 

uses processing 

skills with 

considerable 

effectiveness 

uses processing 

skills with a high 

degree of 

effectiveness 



Use of critical/creative 

thinking processes (e.g., 

applying concepts of 

disciplinary thinking; using 

inquiry, problem-solving, and 

decision-making processes) 

uses critical/ 

creative thinking 

processes with 

limited 

effectiveness 

uses critical/ 

creative thinking 

processes with 

some effectiveness 

uses critical/ 

creative thinking 

processes with 

considerable 

effectiveness 

uses critical/ 

creative thinking 

processes with a 

high degree of 

effectiveness 

Communication – The conveying of meaning through various forms 

 The student: 

Expression and organization 

of ideas and information (e.g., 

clear expression, logical 

organization) in oral, visual, 

and written forms 

expresses and 

organizes ideas and 

information with 

limited 

effectiveness 

expresses and 

organizes ideas and 

information with 

some effectiveness 

expresses and 

organizes ideas and 

information with 

considerable 

effectiveness 

expresses and 

organizes ideas and 

information with a 

high degree of 

effectiveness 

Communication for different 

audiences (e.g., peers, adults) 

and purposes (e.g., to inform, 

to persuade) in oral, visual, 

and written forms 

communicates for 

different audiences 

and purposes with 

limited 

effectiveness 

communicates for 

different audiences 

and purposes with 

some effectiveness 

communicates for 

different audiences 

and purposes with 

considerable 

effectiveness 

communicates for 

different audiences 

and purposes with a 

high degree of 

effectiveness 

Use of conventions (e.g., 

mapping and graphing 

conventions, communication 

conventions), vocabulary, and 

terminology of the discipline 

in oral, visual, and written 

forms 

uses conventions, 

vocabulary, and 

terminology of the 

discipline with 

limited 

effectiveness 

uses conventions, 

vocabulary, and 

terminology of the 

discipline with 

some effectiveness 

uses conventions, 

vocabulary, and 

terminology of the 

discipline with 

considerable 

effectiveness 

uses conventions, 

vocabulary, and 

terminology of the 

discipline with a 

high degree of 

effectiveness 

Application – The use of knowledge and skills to make connections within and between various contexts 

 The student: 

Application of knowledge and 

skills (e.g., concepts, 

procedures, spatial skills, 

processes, technologies) in 

familiar contexts 

applies knowledge 

and skills in 

familiar contexts 

with limited 

effectiveness 

applies knowledge 

and skills in 

familiar contexts 

with some 

effectiveness 

applies knowledge 

and skills in 

familiar contexts 

with considerable 

effectiveness 

applies knowledge 

and skills in 

familiar contexts 

with a high degree 

of effectiveness 

Transfer of knowledge and 

skills (e.g., concepts of 

thinking, procedures, spatial 

skills, methodologies, 

technologies) to new contexts 

transfers knowledge 

and skills to new 

contexts with 

limited 

effectiveness 

transfers knowledge 

and skills to new 

contexts with some 

effectiveness 

transfers knowledge 

and skills to new 

contexts with 

considerable 

effectiveness 

transfers 

knowledge and 

skills to new 

contexts with a 

high degree of 

effectiveness 

Making connections within 

and between various contexts 

(e.g., between topics/issues 

being studied and everyday life; 

between disciplines; between 

past, present, and future 

contexts; in different spatial, 

cultural, or environmental 

contexts; in proposing and/or 

taking action to address related 

issues; in making predictions) 

makes connections 

within and between 

various contexts 

with limited 

effectiveness 

makes connections 

within and between 

various contexts 

with some 

effectiveness 

makes connections 

within and between 

various contexts 

with considerable 

effectiveness 

makes connections 

within and between 

various contexts 

with a high degree 

of effectiveness 



Potential Resources:  

Civics in Action: In your Communities across Canada, and Globally. McGraw-Hill, Ryerson. By 

Matthew Biggley, John Broomfield, Michelle Forde, Sandra Kritzer, Jaden Lairson.  

Signing of Twinning Agreement - TT Parliament & Legislative Assembly of Ontario - May 20, 2019 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZiNIVEKteRw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gXj1djg-78U 

Parliament of Canada - The House of Commons 

 

 https://www.parl.ca/  

Canadian and World Studies, The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9 and 10, 2018 (Revised) 

http://www.ontario.ca/edu. 

Learning Skills:   

Learning Skills are skills and habits are essential to success in school and in the workplace.  Teachers report 

achievement on the six Learning Skills in the table below using letter codes:  

E = Excellent  G = Good  S = Satisfactory  N = Needs Improvement.  

  

Learning 

Skills  
Sample Behaviors  

Responsibility  The student fulfils responsibilities and commitments within the learning environment; completes and 

submits class work, homework, and assignments according to agreed-upon timelines; takes 

responsibility for and manages own behavior.  

Organization  The student devises and follows a plan and process for completing work and tasks; establishes 

priorities and manages time to complete tasks and achieve goals; identifies, gathers, evaluates, and 

uses information, technology, and resources to complete tasks.  

Independent  

Work  

The student independently monitors, assesses, and revises plans to complete tasks and meet goals;  

uses class time appropriately to complete tasks; follows instructions with minimal supervision.  

Collaboration  The student accepts various roles and an equitable share of work in a group; responds positively to the 

ideas, opinions, values, and traditions of others; builds healthy peer-to-peer relationships through 

personal and media-assisted interactions; works with others to resolve conflicts and build consensus to 

achieve group goals; shares information, resources, and expertise and promotes critical thinking to 

solve problems and make decisions.  

Initiative  The student looks for and acts on new ideas and opportunities for learning; demonstrates the capacity 

for innovation and a willingness to take risks; demonstrates curiosity and interest in learning; 

approaches new tasks with a positive attitude; recognizes and advocates appropriately for the rights of 



self and others.  

Self- 

Regulation  

The student sets own individual goals and monitors progress towards achieving them; seeks 

clarification or assistance when needed; assesses and reflects critically on own strengths, needs, and 

interests; identifies learning opportunities, choices, and strategies to meet personal needs and achieve 

goals; perseveres and makes an effort when responding to challenges.  

  

ETHICS IN THE CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES PROGRAM  

During the inquiry process, students may need to make ethical judgements when evaluating 

evidence and positions on various issues, and when drawing their own conclusions about issues, 

developments, and events. Teacher may need to help students in determining appropriate factors 

to consider when making such judgements. In addition, the teacher provide support and 

supervision to students throughout the inquiry process, ensuring that students engaged in an 

inquiry are aware of potential ethical concerns and address them in acceptable ways. Teacher 

ensures that she thoroughly address the issue of plagiarism with students. In a digital world in 

which we have easy access to abundant information, it is very easy to copy the words of others 

and present them as one’s own. Students will be reminded of the ethical issues surrounding 

plagiarism, and the consequences of plagiarism will be clearly discussed before students engage 

in an inquiry.  

 

EDUCATION AND CAREER/LIFE PLANNING THROUGH THE CANADIAN AND WORLD STUDIES 

CURRICULUM 

 Teacher support students in education and career/life planning by providing them with learning opportunities, 

filtered through the lens of the four inquiry questions, that allow them to apply subject-specific knowledge and skills 

to work-related situations; explore subject-related education and career/life options; and become competent, self 

directed planners. The curriculum expectations in Canadian and world studies provide opportunities to relate 

classroom learning to education and career/life planning that will prepare students for success in school, work, and 

life. 

 

 

 

 


